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Miss America crowned 
at Mohegan Sun 


While she was not crowned, Miss 
Connecticut Sapna Raghavan is 
relishing the experience. Page 3 


LOCAL NEWS 


Dog saves life of baby 
strugyling to breathe 


A Glastonbury dog will get a second 
round of Christmas presents after he 
saved his owners’ daughter. Page 5 


LOCAL NEWS 


EH, Goodwin want to 
build a marina 


Itis part of a develooment plan that 
Rockville’s Deshaun Perry takes a handoff and run toward a gap in the Killingly defense. Story, more photos, pages 8-9. STEVE SMITH/ includes a hotel, restaurant, and 
COURANT COMMUNITY student housing. Page 7 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


Public workshop on 
affordable housing taking 


place 


VERNON — GLASTONBURY — The 
Glastonbury Affordable Housing Steering 
Committee will host a public workshop 
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 31, to review its 
draft of the Affordable Housing Plan. The 
workshop is currently planned to be held 
at the Riverfront Community Center, 300 
Welles St., for in-person attendance with 
an option to participate through Zoom. 

A brief overview of the drafted 5-Year 
Affordable Housing Plan will be provided, 
and the public will be invited to provide 
input on the plan and its associated recom- 
mendations through a public comment 
session. Residents who are unable to 
attend, or wish to provide input in advance 
of the meeting, may do so by emailing their 
comments directly to planning@glaston- 
bury-ct.gov and include “Affordable Hous- 
ing Plan Input” in the subject line. 

The drafted plan includes reeommen- 
dations to raise awareness and improve 
management of housing issues; increase 
the number of subsidized housing units; 
increase deed-restricted affordable units, 
particularly rental units; and increase 
other housing options in Town. The Steer- 
ing Committee has been working on this 
Plan since the spring of 2021, and has 
reviewed current demographic, economic, 
and housing data; conducted a community 
survey; and held several open meetings to 
discuss the recommended strategies. The 
Committee’s work has been supported by 
a consultant engaged through a grant from 
the Connecticut Department of Housing. 

The committee will consider feed- 
back gathered at the Jan. 31 workshop 
as they finalize the drafted plan and its 
recommendations for submission to the 
Town Plan and Zoning Commission. The 
TP&Z Commission will then review the 
plan prior to making a recommendation 
to the Town Council, who will ultimately 
adopt the plan in the spring of 2022. Once 
adopted, the 5-year plan will be imple- 
mented by town staff with oversight from 
several agencies, including the Town 
Council, Town Plan and Zoning Commis- 


sion, and Glastonbury Housing Authority 
Board of Directors. 

Visit www.glastonburyct.gov/afford- 
ablehousing to view the drafted plan. The 
final plan and any updates associated with 
this effort will be published to this dedi- 
cated web page, as applicable. Visit www. 
glastonburyct.gov/events for more infor- 
mation regarding the upcoming work- 
shop. Contact planning@glastonbury-ct. 
gov with questions. 


Hillstown Grange hosting 
winter pancake breakfast 


EAST HARTFORD — The Hillstown 
Grange, 617 Hills St., is hosting a winter 
pancake breakfast on Saturday, Jan. 8, 
from 8:30 to 11a.m. The menu will feature 
pancakes, sausage, coffee, tea and juice. 
This month’s specials are blueberry 
pancakes with warm blueberry sauce and 
lemon pancakes. 

Cost to attend is $5 general admission 
and $3 for children 14 and under. The 
upstairs hall now has a library which has 
opened with a special area for reading, 
playing games, or just visiting with friends. 
Books are available for a donation to the 
building fund. 

Save the date: Thursday, Jan. 27, is the 
Grange’s ‘Soup and Seed Night’ Visit www. 
HillstownGrange.org or contact Frank at 
860-690-2845 or email hillstowngrange@ 
aol.com for more information. 


Bolton Conservation 
Commission’s calendar for 


sale 


BOLTON — The Town of Bolton’s 
Conservation Commission published its 
11th annual 2022 town-wide calendar 
titled “Bolton: A Town for All Seasons.” 

The 13x19 sized colorfully decorated 
13-month wall calendar is loaded with 
images that include an action-packed 
collage showing Conservation Commis- 
sion activities conducted throughout the 
year, a letter from the chair, and a select 
choice of crisp and clear monthly photos 
from its 20th annual photo contest. 


Bolton offers so many illustrative 
opportunities for photographers, clearly 
demonstrated by the cover which shows 
a pastoral photo of the Heritage Farm 
at sunrise by Scott Livingston, monthly 
photos such as a winter scene of a Vernal 
pool on the Nathan Hale Greenway by 
Jim Adams, or an autumn view of the Hop 
River Trail by Laura Kinlock. Every month 
is a snapshot in time. 

The calendar dates throughout the year 
include holidays, Conservation Commis- 
sion events and meetings, land-use board 
town meetings, full moons, celestial events 
such as meteor showers and eclipses, 
Scrap Metal Pick-Up Week, Bolton Lakes 
Regatta, Kids to Parks Day and more. 

Calendars are available for a $10 dona- 
tion at the Bolton Town Hall, Bentley 
Memorial Library, Cropley’s Garden 
Center, England Hardware, Highland 
Park Market in Manchester, W.H. Preuss 
& Sons, and the Six and Forty-Four Pack- 
age Store. 

Proceeds go towards the commission’s 
wide array of citizen science-based moni- 
toring efforts such as stream tempera- 
ture and biodiversity monitoring, trail 
maintenance and improvement, invasive 
species observation and control, park 
maintenance, lake, pond and vernal pool 
observation, open space monitoring and 
evaluation, recycling study, and outreach, 
organization field trips, hikes and meet- 
ing with specific educational purposes, 
and continued publication of our beau- 
tiful annual calendar relating specifically 
to Bolton. 


South Windsor used book 
sale to expand its hours 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Friends of 
the South Windsor Library used book 
sale will expand its schedule starting 
Jan. 8, opening on Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to noon, in addition to its Tuesday hours. 
New donations are added to the inventory 
every week. Used books, tapes and DVDs 
are for sale. The used book sale suspended 
book donations as of Dec. 1, as the dona- 
tion area is full. 


Story, craft program 
taking place at Hall 


Memorial Library 


ELLINGTON — The Legend of the 
Silver Pine Cones, a story and craft 
program presented by Mary Jo Maichack 
of Maichack Arts, will take place at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, at Hall Memorial 
Library, 93 Main St. 

Children ages four and up will enjoy 
this wintry tale of hope from Germany and 
the craft activity that goes along with it to 
create a magical ending. Visit www.library. 
ellington-ct.gov or call 860-870-3160 for 
more information. 

Space is limited and staff remind guests 
to wear a mask. In the event of inclem- 
ent weather, the program will be held on 
Thursday, Dec. 30. 


Farmington Valley 
Chorale presents virtual 


program. 

AREA — Farmington Valley Chorale’s 
upcoming digital release of a holiday 
program: Unbroken Song: A Chorale 
Tradition Continues will showcase FVC’s 
fall 2021 season repertoire and marks the 
group’s return to ensemble singing after 
an 18-month hiatus. 

The varied program includes selections 
from Vivaldi’s Gloria and holiday music 
with texts by Henry Wadsworth Longfel- 
low set to music by Roderick Williams, 
and a piece commissioned by Chorale 
for its fiftieth anniversary, with text by 
past Connecticut Poet Laureate Rennie 
McQuilkin and music by composer Ellen 
Gilson Voth. 

The program will be available online 
from Dec. 22 through Dec. 31 and can be 
accessed with a free will donation through 
the Chorale’s website. Visit farmington- 
valleychorale.org or facebook.com/farm- 
ingtonvalleychorale for more information. 
Email info@farmingtonvalleychorale for 
more information or to inquire about join- 
ing this non-auditioned group. 


Turn to Community News, Page 4 
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Circulation and delivery 

If you wish to have the paper stopped, or to 
start receiving it, please call 860-525-5555 
or 800-472-7377, or contact Field Operations 
Manager John Wentworth at jwentworth@ 
courant.com. 


News and content submissions 
Contact Courant Community Editor Erin 
Quinlan at 860-875-3366, Ext. 3030 or 
equinlan@courant.com. 


Send press releases, community events and 
photos, news tips or letters to the editor to 
community@courant.com. 


To submit Good Neighbor items, 
birthday greetings, engagement or 
wedding announcements, email 
community@courant.com. 


Send news items by mail to Courant 
Community, PO Box 569, Hartford, CT 
06141-0569, or by fax to 860-875-9552. 


Advertising options 

To place acommercial classified ad, 

call 860-870-3044. For all other advertising 
needs, call 860-875-3366 or 888-456-2211. 


[=], [=] Scan with your smartphone 
“4 toshopatthe Hartford Courant 
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Store mobile website. 


LOCAL NEWS 


Miss America crowned at Mohegan Sun 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


ELLINGTON — Miss Alaska Emma 
Broyles was crowned the 100th anniver- 
sary Miss America at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena, on Dec. 16. 

Broyles is the first Miss Alaska to win 
the Miss America title, and competed in 
preliminary competitions earlier in the 
week, where she won an award for her 
Social Impact Initiative, which is Build- 
ing Community through Special Olympics. 

Broyles is a junior at Arizona State 
University, and aspires to become a derma- 
tologist. The $100,000 scholarship grand 
prize will help with that, which she elab- 
orated on in the post-competition press 
conference. 

“T’ve been thinking about how I’m going 
to pay for medical school. This organiza- 
tion is how I’m going to further my educa- 
tional goals. This was such an incredible 
opportunity. I am truly so, so grateful 
for this,’ Broyles said. “This was such an 
incredible class to be a part of, and I really 
think that any one of those ladies could 
have made an incredible Miss America.” 

Broyles said one of the things she was 
most impressed with was the Connecti- 
cut casino. 

“What an incredible venue. We have 
nothing like this in Alaska, so when I first 
came here, I was absolutely amazed — the 
rooms, the service — I see smiling faces 
everywhere I go.” 

The bright, mature 20-year-old said 
she’s most excited about spreading the 
messages of her initiative to people across 
the country. 

“Inclusion and empathy are more 
needed than ever. I think especially my 
generation has become so desensitized to 
the things we see in the media,” she said. “I 
really look forward to making a difference 
in the lives of people all over our country.” 

Miss Connecticut Sapna Raghavan did 
not make the cut to the Top 10, but spoke 
to Courant Community during the week, 
and said that perhaps the most important 
thing she’II take with her from the experi- 
ence isn’t the crown or the scholarships, 
but the connections she made with the 
other candidates from across the country, 
and the preparation leading up to the big 
competition. 

“It really makes you think about your- 
self. What is your passion? What makes 
you tick? What makes you excited when 
you get up in the morning?” she said. “I 
think every woman can agree with that. 
We do so many things, we don’t get the 
time to step back and just think about 
ourselves and what we like to do. I’ve 
really found my voice, and I’m unapolo- 
getically me, and I think that is awesome.” 

“T’m the jokester of the class,” Raghavan 





As confetti falls on the Mohegan Sun stage, Emma Broyles takes her first walk as Miss America. STEVE SMITH / HARTFORD COURANT PHOOS 


added. “Everyone thinks I’m very funny, 
which is funny, because usually everybody 
thinks I’m this serious business girl. We 
were wearing masks, and yesterday I was 
trying to eat soup through my mask, and I 
had soup on my mask all day. There have 
been lots of funny things. The girls are so 
fun.” 

Raghavan was Miss Greater Rockville’s 
Outstanding Teen 2015 and was then 
crowned Miss Connecticut’s Outstanding 
Teen 2015, before being crowned Miss 
Connecticut 2021 last April, also at Mohe- 
gan Sun. 

At this competition, Raghavan was 
competing with two women with whom 
she also competed at the Miss America’s 
Outstanding Teen competition in 2015. 
She said seeing the changes in them helped 
her see them in herself. 

“Everyone is grown up,” she said. “We’re 
all at this new stage in our lives, and it’s 
nice to have girls I can relate with.” 

She performed a traditional Indian 
dance in the talent portion of the compe- 
tition, which was very meaningful to her. 

“It was amazing,” she said. “It was so 
special, because the audience was so quiet. 
I am used to performing Indian classi- 
cal dance in front of Indian people, who 
know it and are keeping time withit... but 
I could tell this was different, because the 
audience was like, ‘What am I watching?’ 
which I personally like the most. I like to 
be ‘Ha, ha. Here Iam? ” 

For more information, visit www.missa- 
merica.org. 
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Miss Alaska Emma Broyles learns that her new title is now Miss America 2022, and is 
congratulated by first-runner up Miss Alabama Lauren Bradford. 
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LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 


from Page 2 


Troop 109 completes 
Operation Christmas 


Child 


COLCHESTER — Troop 109 of Colches- 
ter recently completed their “Operation 
Christmas Child project. They filled 27 
shoe boxes with Christmas gifts for chil- 
dren in very poor countries. This project 
helped them complete their Messenger of 
Peace award. 

Pictured (left to right, front) are Harri- 
son Winicki and Rocco Cusano and (back) 
Marc Nettleton, Quintin Henley, Dominic 
Cusano, Benjamin Winicki, Cody Friberg, 
Nicholas Gupta, DJ Rancourt and Theo- 
dore Gupta.Troop 109, along with Cub 
Scout Pack 109, are sponsored by the West- 
chester Church at 98 Cemetery Road. For 
more information about both units, email 
westcongchurch@gmail.com or stop bya 
Troop meeting at the church on a Tuesday 
evening at 7 p.m. 


Hartford Library seeking 
submissions for Artwalk 


shows 


HARTFORD — The Hartford Public 
Library is seeking submissions for the 
2022-23 season of exhibitions on its 
ArtWalk gallery at the Downtown Library. 

A jury will select up to four artists for 
the season, which is scheduled to begin in 
November 2022. Submissions are due Feb. 
22, 2022, and can be made electronically. 
Visit bit.ly/HPLartwalk for more informa- 
tion on submissions. 

Artists working in all media are encour- 
aged to apply and group shows will be 
considered. Those who live and/or work 
in the Greater Hartford area will be given 
priority. Students, emerging or established 
artists are all eligible. 
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Submissions must include eight to 12 
images of recent and/or current work, 
or the work specifically being proposed 
for the ArtWalk exhibition. The images 
should be accompanied by a list that 
includes the titles of the work, dimen- 
sions, medium and year. Also required isa 
written description of the proposed exhi- 
bition, with a brief artist’s statement and 
a current resume or bio. Physical portfo- 
lios and artist packets cannot be accepted. 

Artists selected to exhibit their work 
on the ArtWalk will be notified no later 
than the end of April 2022. Those selected 
will receive a solo exhibition, marketing 
support, an opening night reception, an 
artist stipend and an opportunity to pres- 
ent related programming at the library 
during the run of the exhibition. 


EASTCONN hosting 
vaccination clinics, food 


drive 


COLCHESTER — HAMPTON — 
Connecticut’s COVID-19 Vaccination Vans 
are coming to EASTCONN’s administra- 
tive offices at 376 Hartford Turnpike on 
Jan. 7 and 28 from 2 to 6 p.m. to provide 
no-cost, walk-up vaccinations to area resi- 
dents. 

At the clinic, organizers are accepting 
non-perishable food items for the EAST- 
CONN food pantry that benefits K-12 
students. Donations of granola bars, snack 
bars, or single-serve, microwavable mac n’ 
cheese or pasta are appreciated. Collec- 
tion bins will be located at the door of the 
vaccination clinic. 

The highly visible yellow Vaccination 
Vans, provided by the CT Department of 
Public Health, are run by Griffin Health. 
Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines are available as well as boosters 
to all area residents without appointment. 
Walk-ins are welcome. 

All children must have a legal guardian 
present. Bring a health insurance card 
and photo ID if you have them, but it is 
not necessary to have health insurance to 
receive a vaccine. No one will be turned 
away for lack of insurance or ID. 

If you are receiving your first vaccine on 
Jan. 7, you may return for a second dose 
on Jan. 28. If you are receiving your first 
vaccine on Jan. 28, you will have to locate 
a second dose from another provider. 
For more information, call Stefanie at 
860-455-1505. Visit ct.gov/covidvaccine 
for more information. 


Marlborough Arts Center 
hosting New Year’s event 


MARLBOROUGH — A New Year’s gath- 
ering at the Marlborough Arts Center, 231 
North Main St., will take place from 6 to 9 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 31, weather permitting. 


Turn to Community News, Page 11 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Courant Community will print a current birthday photo FREE in one edition. Submit a 
current photo and 15-word description including name, age, birthday, town, your name, 
daytime phone number to community@courant.com or to Courant Community, P.O. Box 
569, Hartford, CT 06141. Please submit three weeks in advance to avoid disappointment. 










Happy 16th Birthday, Ethan (12/29): 


“Sending birthday wishes and love to you on 
your birthday. Mom, Dad, Julia, and Lucky.” 





Happy 10th Birthday, Gabe (12/26): “We 
love you to the moon and back and more! 
Mom, Dad, and Ana.” 





Happy 15th Birthday, Carter (12/27): “| 
am so proud of who you are becoming. We 
love you so much! Love, Mom, Ava, Hank.” 


Happy 4th Birthday, Sakichi (1/3): “We 
love you! Kenta, Etsuko, and Taz.” 





Happy 2nd Birthday, Kai (12/18): “You are 
the best thing we can ever have. Love you, 
Baba and Mama.” 


Happy 18th Birthday, Cipriano (12/24): 
“Love you so much! Love, Mom, Nessa, 
Colin, Gram Gram, Poppy, and Uncle Jon.” 





Happy 57th Birthday, Kathy (12/8): “Love, 
Tom, Cash, Penny, CD, Dakota, Mittens, and 
Pumpkin.” 


Happy 98th Birthday, Elsie (12/12): “Love, 
from children and grandchildren.” 


LOCAL NEWS 


Shes a Gift, 
Not a Given 


FREE 


Glastonbury dog saves life of ||) 73: 


U1 


baby struggling to breathe 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A Glastonbury dog will 
get asecond round of Christ- 
mas presents after he saved 
the life of his owners’ baby 
daughter. 

“I’m going to have to go 
shopping again for him 
because I already gave him 
everything out of his stock- 
ing,” Kelly Dowling said of 
her Boston terrier, Henry. 

The outpouring of grat- 
itude followed Dowling’s 
initial frustration and even 
anger toward the 30-pound 
pooch with the “battering 
ram head.” 

Kelly and Jeff Dowling’s 
9-month-old daughter had 
been sick with a cold. At an 


& GAMES 


wa RN arevaliials 
every day at 
PlayJumble.com 


DAILY 
SUDOKU 


a. . oT 


unbar Jewelers 


Diamonds and Fine Jewelry 


Jumble Daily 
Jumble Crossword Daily 
Jumble Sunday 
Jue lo) Umm t-lalfeyare] 
= 10] 0) 0} (=m) plete) x=) am =d ge) 
Plus many more 


D 


INSIDE 
THX 


LZOZ ‘€z Jaquiadaq ‘Aepsuny, | AyunWWos jUeINOD 


Open Open 
M-F 10-7 ¢ Sat-Sun 10-5 7 Days A Week Until Christmas 


“SHOPS AT 30” Rte. 30 next to Rein’s Deli 
Vernon ¢ 872-2425 


urgent care visit Sunday, the 
baby was started on antibi- 
otics and a chest X-ray was 


TRIBUNE 


scheduled for later in the 
week. On Monday night, 
Kelly said she had put the 





HOLIDAY SALES GOING ON NOW 


baby down in her crib, but Henry 

Henry kept pushing the the hero iM. 

nursery door open due to a enjoys early Over MJ. Emo 

faulty latch. He would sniff Christmas 25 Years We Can Help 
the baby and then stand in presents at Experience y NGF ECHANICAL 

the doorway, Dowling said, his home in CONTRACGCTORSu- 


staring at her. 

“T kept shooing him out, 
kind of angrily,” she said. “I 
had just gotten her to sleep 
and she wasn’t feeling well.” 

Typically when Henry 
was rebuked he would slink 
away and crawl under abed, 
but that night he persisted. 

“He finally successfully 
woke her and she started 
to cry, but her cry was very 
strange,” Kelly said. “I went 
in ... I was furious with the 
dog, but then noticed she 





cleared the baby’s airways 
and kept a watch on her. She 
is doing much better now, 


Glastonbury. 


COVID-19 that affect their 
respiratory systems, partic- 
ularly during the colder 
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e 24-hour emergency 


was very rigid and struggling Kelly Dowling said. weather. 
to breathe. We tried suction- Henry has been a guard- Danger signs that signal service 
ing her, but she started to ian to his two girls. a need for immediate medi- 


turn a little blue” 

So the Dowlings rushed 
to their GMC Yukon with 
the baby and their 4-year- 
old daughter and drove like 
mad to Connecticut Chil- 
dren’s hospital in Hartford, 
the baby screaming the 
entire way and their older 
daughter saying at one point, 
“T think Daddy’s breaking 
some laws.” 

At the hospital, staff 


“He’s not a fan of chil- 
dren,” Dowling said, “but 
he watches out for the girls. 
He goes where they go. He 
watches.” 

“He’s a good boy,” she said. 

Dr. Michele McKee, head 
of the emergency depart- 
ment at Connecticut Chil- 
dren’s, did not treat the 
Dowlings’ daughter, but said 
children are susceptible to 
many viruses other than 


cal attention include a 
struggle to breathe, sinking 
of the chest and a breath- 
ing pattern that prevents 
normal feeding, McKee 
said. Also, all infants should 
be put down to sleep on their 
backs, with no pillows, blan- 
kets or loose items, she said. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 


e Fully licensed & insured 
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REAL ESTATE 


Former student housing to be 
converted public living spaces 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The courtyard in the old 
college housing at the rear of the former 
Sage-Allen & Co. department store property 
in downtown Hartford is all concrete and 
not much to look at, much less spend time in. 

Developers who are converting 42 town- 
house, dormitory-style buildings into 78 
garden-style and 13 townhouse rentals have 
plans for a courtyard with patios, commer- 
cial grills, benches, strings of lights above 
and Astroturf under foot. 

Astroturf was chosen because the court- 
yard is right above a343-space parking garage. 

“Rather than it being blah, we want to 
make this pop,” Martin J. Kenny, president 
of Hartford-based Lexington Partners, said, 
during a tour of the property. “This, to me, 
looks alittle bit like a Hollywood setting. We 
need to fill in the blanks a little.” 

Interior demolition is now well underway 
on the $9.1 million conversion, at Market 
and Temple streets. The entire property will 
now take the Sage-Allen name, after a store 
that drew shoppers for nearly a century, and 
will include what had been called the Lofts 
at Main and Temple. 

The Lofts face Main Street, with the 
student housing behind them, and incor- 
porated the historic facade of the Sage-Al- 
len store. But the name never gained 
much recognition, Kenny said. Upgrades 
and improvements also are planned for 
the former Lofts — now the Sage-Allen 
Residences — as part of the project. The 
converted student housing will be chris- 
tened the Sage-Allen Apartments. 

The conversion of the student housing 
will include studio, one- and two-bedroom 
units averaging from 724 to 1,377 square 
feet. Ten percent of the units will be leased 
as “affordable” units for a 10-year period. 
Average monthly market-rate rents will 
range from $1,378 to $2,150, with parking 
to be included, at least for the first year. 

The larger, four-bedroom townhouses 
will average 1,449 square feet with an aver- 
age market-rate rent of $3,180. 

Plans call for granite countertops, stain- 
less steel appliances and new cabinetry. 
Amenities will include an upgraded fitness 
center and a business center with an area 
to privately participate in Zoom meetings. 
The parking garage will have electric vehicle 
charging stations. 

Kenny and his partners — Shelbourne 
Global Solutions LLC of Brooklyn, NY., 
downtown Hartford’s largest commer- 
cial landlord, and parking magnate Alan 
Lazowski — are pushing ahead at a time 
when the path of the pandemic remains 
uncertain. 

Kenny said he is optimistic about leas- 
ing the new apartments but he says it will 


be crucial to find storefront tenants for the 
building facing Main Street and elsewhere 
in the heart of downtown. 

“That’s going to be the difference-maker 
to having people live downtown,” Kenny 
said. “And we’re really hoping that corporate 
Hartford will start coming back to work.” 

Surges in COVID-19 have delayed the 
return of office workers to downtown 
several times. Last week, The Hartford 
Financial Services Group pushed back the 
return of senior managers amid concerns 
about the omicron variant. 

Kenny said he is upbeat about leasing 
storefront space. He’s entered final negoti- 
ations for a locally-owned Mexican-themed 
restaurant in space formerly occupied by 
Dish, at the corner of Temple and Main 
streets. He’d also like to see a locally-run 
coffee shop or brewery in the space formerly 
occupied by Freshii market. 

“Our retail has got to be local, and it’s got 
to be run by local people who care about the 
immediate area,” Kenny said. 

The converted student housing would 
hit the downtown rental market along with 
hundreds of other apartments in the next 18 
months or so. Those include 270 mixed-in- 
come apartments near Dunkin’ Donuts 
Park, while another 147 could come if the 
upper floors of the struggling Hilton hotel 
on Trumbull Street is converted to apart- 
ments. 

Kenny and his partners also are convert- 
ing historic buildings on Pratt Street into 
apartments, which will add about another 
100 rentals. 

“To me, I’m not concerned,” Kenny said. 
“Tt’s like the restaurant center in West Hart- 
ford Center. When you get acritical mass of 
restaurants, everyone gets better.” 

Apartment occupancy downtown dipped 
in the pandemic, but, so far, occupancy has 
recovered, settling in at the low-to-mid 
90% overall, according to statistics from 
the Capital Region Development Authority 
for rental projects they have helped finance. 

The Sage-Allen project is a complex one 
because the mortgage on the property, 
which had been in foreclosure, had to be 
purchased, pushing the total cost to nearly 
$36 million. CRDA has loaned $2 million 
in state-taxpayer backed funds to the rede- 
velopment. 

The conversion of the student housing is 
part of a larger, $100 million vision pursued 
by Lexington, Shelbourne and Lazowski 
that also involves Pratt Street and the rede- 
velopment of the Talcott Street garage. 
Crucial to those plans are a mix of shops, 
restaurants and entertainment spaces to 
transform the area into a destination from 
both inside and outside the city. 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached at 
kgosselin@courant.com 


BUSINESS 


As inflation hits 39-year high, 
people looking for ways to cope 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


MANCHESTER — Prices jumped 6.8% in 
November from a year earlier, bringing infla- 
tion to its highest level in 39 years, squeezing 
consumers and small-business owners and 
sounding alarms for Democrats preparing 
for 2022 politics. 

The Labor Department reported that costs 
are the highest since 1982 and are surging for 
food, energy, housing, cars and clothing. 

Prices have increased due to several factors 
resulting from the rebound from the pandem- 
ic-caused recession, including government 
stimulus, historically low interest rates set 
by the Federal Reserve and supply shortages 
at factories as manufacturers are slowed by 
heavier-than-expected customer demand, 
COVID-related shutdowns and clogged ports 
and freight yards. 

“T know how to stretch things,” Valerie 
Roche, a retired cook at Foxwoods Resort 
Casino, said as she finished shopping at Stop 
& Shop in Manchester. “I buy cheaper meats.” 

Potatoes can be frozen, large roasts can 
be sliced and stored and to save on gas she'll 
leave her car at home and take dial-a-ride, 
she said. 

Roche also has noticed shortages, partic- 
ularly of cat food: “When you find it, you’ve 
got to grab it.” 

Fred Carstensen, a professor of finance 
and economics at the University of Connecti- 
cut, said he believes inflation is “transitory,” 
though Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell recently told Congress he would 
“retire that word.” 

“Working out of it is going to take a little 
longer,’ Carstensen said. 

With inflation tame for decades, its sudden 
re-emergence is a shock to those not used to 
it, he said. 

“A lot of people are not accustomed to 
seeing this pricing,” Carstensen said. “They’re 
hyper-sensitive and have a lack of historical 
awareness.” 

A key factor driving up prices is rising 
demand for goods as consumers seek to get 
out of the pandemic-enforced restrictions 
while supplies fail to keep up because of ship- 
ping bottlenecks. 

“We've been in lockdown two years virtu- 
ally,’ Carstensen said. “It’s been brutal. People 
so much want to get back out.” 

Kimberly Moster, owner of Kimberly 
Boutique, a women’s clothing store in West 
Hartford, said consumer demand is up, with 
shoppers “out and about.” 

“I would say more people are out and 
haven’t shopped in so long. They don’t want 
to wear their old clothing,” she said. 

Sales are up over last year, but it’s an easy 
comparison because COVID-19 leveled retail 
in 2020. 

“Tf you’re not over last year you’re in trou- 


ble?’ she said. 

For her business, Inflation so far has been 
“pretty minimal,’ Moster said. Shipping costs 
for heavier items made of porcelain and glass 
are “substantially higher,’ but they account 
for a small portion of her business, she said. 
Clothing, which is light, has not forced higher 
shipping costs, and garment prices are nego- 
tiated six months in advance and would not 
be noticed until the spring, Moster says. 

Economic costs cut both ways, affecting 
employees and their bosses. 

Kathleen Archer of Bloomfield, who works 
part-time in advertising, drives a lot for her 
job and is only partly reimbursed for mile- 
age to compensate for gas, now costing about 
$3.50 a gallon. But she recently received a 
$2-an-hour pay raise after less than a year 
with her employer. 

“There are so many jobs, that they must 
be competitive,” she said as she was about to 
post display ads ata Manchester Stop & Shop. 

Employee compensation lags behind the 
corrosive impact of rising prices, rising 3.7% 
in the 12 months that ended Sept. 30, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Department of Labor. 

If inflation persists into next year, Demo- 
crats could be forced to defend their 
economic policies and spending plans cost- 
ing trillions of dollars. Gary Rose, a politics 
professor at Sacred Heart University in Fair- 
field, called it a “very legitimate issue.” 

“The Republicans will capitalize on it,” he 
said. 

The GOP will still have an uphill fight in a 
deep blue state, Rose said. “It takes a lot here 
in Connecticut to stage an upset, even with 
gas prices soaring,” he said. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, two-term 
Democratic U.S. senator who will seek 
re-election next year, said there are few indi- 
cations the economy is “broadly overheating” 

Still, he said, he’s advocated for tapping 
the strategic oil reserve to push down gaso- 
line prices. And, he said, more can be done to 
break up bottlenecks in ports and other supply 
chain areas. He also said federal investigators 
should probe price gouging and manipulation 
by energy and gasoline producers. 

Blumenthal defended the Build Back 
Better plan advanced by President Joe Biden 
and Democrats. The expansive program 
intended to broaden the social safety net 
would cut health care costs, particularly for 
prescription drugs, and child care and lower 
taxes for the middle class, he said. 

“Opponents of Build Back Better ignore the 
clear cost-cutting effects,” he said. 

The effects of inflation may be more 
visceral than political. 

“Voters themselves don’t have to be econo- 
mists or experts,” Rose said. “Ifit affects their 
wallets, that’s what matters.” 


Stephen Singer can be reached at ssinger@ 
courant.com. 
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GOOD 
NEIGHBOR 


Your reader-to-reader column 


FREE 

GAS FIREPLACE INSERT: Vermont Castings 
LHECDV30RP. With remote. 860-705-6230. 
Leave amessage. 

AQUARIUM: 3 foot wide, two foot tall, one foot 
deep. 307-231-3287. 

ARTISTS: Attention artists. Looking for a winter 
project? Unique wood shapes available. 860- 
149-2813. 

MATCHBOOK COLLECTORS: Collection 
available. 860-749-2813. 

TELEVISIONS: 32” CRT and 15” early generation 
flat screen. Neither has HDMI ports, but both 
work with antenna or old school cable boxes. 
Pick-up only. 860-202-2302. 


QUESTIONS 

NECKLACE FOUND: On Carillon Drive, Rocky 
Hill. Call with description for return. 860-965- 
6672. Messages will be returned. 

CAR: Seeking older Subaru Forester, 2004 

to 2008. Can pay reasonable amount. Leave 
message. 860-267-4855. 

SNOW SHOVELING HELP: Senior looking for 
an individual to shovel out parking space and 
clean off car after snow storms in Collinsville. 
860-305-6701. 

CAR: Seeking automobile to help out with 
transportation in 2022. Elderly with low Social 
Security. 860-515-1488. 

SEEKING ASSISTANCE: Need reliable person 
to mow grass and clear snow in winter. Mower 
and snow blower provided. 860-432-0269. If no 
answer, please leave message. 

LAPTOPS: Collecting used or new laptops from 
kind donors. These laptops will be donated to 
school kids in Ghana. Contact Ben, 423-676- 
8815. 

NAUTICAL ROPE: Looking for free 2- or %4-inch 
nautical rope for DIY projects. 860-490-8956. 
PROPANE: Seeking propane Salamander. Will 
pay a reasonable price. 860-749-2190. 

FOUND ON TROTWOOD DRIVE: May have 
fallen out of a maintenance truck. Taco Cartridge 
Circulator OO Series, PB Heat Circ,FLGO, Cast 
lron, OO7-HF5-18. If yours, call 860-236-1077. 
LAWN MOWING, SNOW REMOVAL: Does 
anyone know of someone who mows grass and/ 
or plows snow? 860-289-0101 after 5 p.m. 
CAR: Seeking a donated good running car 

for elderly person in Putnam for doctor 
appointments. Cannot afford one. 508-335- 
5060. Leave a message. 


Be a good neighbor 

To submit, send an email to community@ 
courant.com or mail to 285 Broad St., Hartford, 
CT 06115. Good Neighbor is a service by Courant 
Community. Questions and answers are 
provided by our readers and are not verified. 
Medical information cannot be published. 
Caution should be exercised at all times. The 
publisher is not responsible for damage to any 
person or property. 


East Hartford and Goodwin 
University want to build a 


marina on the Connecticut River 


Development plan 
that includes hotel, 
restaurant and 
student housing 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


EAST HARTFORD — The 
town of East Hartford will 
seek a state grant to help 
Goodwin University build 
a marina on the Connecti- 
cut River, part of a sprawling 
multi-phase development plan 
that also includes a riverfront 
hotel and restaurant, student 
housing and green space. 

The $2 million grant is 
from the state Department 
of Economic and Commu- 
nity Development. The town 
and university would cover 
the remainder of the total $4 
million cost for the 32-slip 
marina. 

The town is working with 
Goodwin to fund infrastruc- 
ture improvements needed for 
the marina, including moving 
utilities underground, conver- 
sion of street lights to LED and 
expanded access to multi-use 
trails. 

The marina would provide 
facilities for people of all 
abilities to kayak, canoe 
and enjoy other activities, 
town officials say. The proj- 
ect is a good fit for the state 
grant, officials say, because 
the state emphasizes public/ 
private partnerships and the 
planned development already 
has local, state and federal 
permits. 

“Finally, the project loca- 
tion makes a natural linkage 
for the development plans at 
Rentschler Field,” according 
to town documents. 

Pratt & Whitney recently 
sold the 300-acre former 
airfield to Massachu- 
setts-based National Devel- 
opment, which has not 





Goodwin University Development Opportunities 


Riverside Magnet School 


at Goodwin College 


Health Sciences Guilding 


Willow 


Riverside 


CTRA High School 


Board of Trustees 
Retreat Center 


Main/tnsign . 


Ensign Bivd . 


Advanced Manufacturing Center —— 


ential/Reteail 


Pathways High School 











Pent Rd —— 


Main Building 


Phase 2 Riverfront 
Mixed Use 
Residential/Retail 


Riverfront Motel/ 
Conterence Center 


Illustration of planned development at Goodwin University’s campus on the Connecticut River. 


CONTRIBUTED 


announced plans for the 


property. 
Pieces of Goodwin’s 
campus development 


already completed include a 
commercial/retail building 
at Main and Ensign streets 
that opened in May. Rebel 
Dog Coffee and American 
Eagle Financial Credit Union 
are tenants. Completed last 
year was a $10.5 million, 
14,700-square-foot addition 
to the manufacturing annex at 
Connecticut River Academy, 
a magnet high school and 
one of three campus magnet 
schools the college runs with 
the state. 

The state, which spent 
about $130 million to build 
the schools, funded most of 
the cost of the manufactur- 
ing center addition, Good- 
win officials have said. The 
extra space is meant to 
expand high-tech manufac- 
turing training, serving acad- 
emy students and area school 
districts, officials said. 

Still in the concept stage 
is a riverfront hotel with one 
or two restaurants on the site 
of a vacant restaurant at 125 


Riverside Drive. The hospi- 
tality industry, however, has 
been hurting due to the ongo- 
ing coronavirus pandemic, 
Todd Andrews, Goodwin’s 
senior vice president for 
economic and strategic devel- 
opment, said Monday. 

“We’re still entertaining 
requests,’ Andrews said of the 
potential development. “The 
problem is that whole indus- 
try has slowed down signifi- 
cantly.” 

Also planned is a residen- 
tial/retail building that would 
include student apartments. 
Andrews said university off- 
cials are talking with prospec- 
tive developers and expect to 
announce plans within the 
next few months. The campus 
neighborhood now includes 
nothing larger than four-unit 
housing. Almost all Goodwin 
students are commuters and 
Connecticut residents, but 
officials say on-campus hous- 
ing would attract students 
from farther away. The 
building also was to include 
market-rate and above-mar- 
ket-rate apartments. 

Finally, a $4 million proj- 


ect designed to improve 
campus drainage contin- 
ues. The work started at the 
Connecticut River outfall at 
125 Riverside Drive, and work 
along Ensign Street to Main 
Street was completed in the 
summer, Andrews said. Work 
in the King Court/Crosby 
Street area is set for spring or 
summer of 2022, he said. The 
project complements ongoing 
state drainage improvements 
along Route 2. 

Since 2009, when the 
current campus was built 
on the site of an abandoned 
oil storage yard, the private, 
nonprofit institution has 
been buying houses and land 
between Main Street and 
Riverside Drive. Andrews 
and university President 
Mark Scheinberg have said 
the ongoing development is 
meant to benefit students and 
East Hartford residents and 
to attract visitors. The plans 
proceed from a communi- 
ty-based outlook, they said. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 
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Rockville’s Amir Knighton swings out to find a crease. 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WILLINGTON REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE 


To the taxpayers of the Town of Willington — the second installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2020 Grand 


© Rockville football just 
misses state finals win 








By Steve Smith stopped Rockville’s drives and added two more 
Courant Community touchdowns of its own in the third quarter. 


VERNON -— For a couple decades, the Rock- 
ville Rams had trouble pulling a winning season 
together, but have made the tournament three 
times since coach Erick Knickerbocker took the 
reins, and nearly won a Class M title on Dec. 11, 
falling to Killingly by a score of 28-14. 

When Knickerbocker, a graduate of Ellington 
High School and an assistant for that team for 
years, began at Rockville in 2018, he instituted 
the slogan “Restore the Rock,” which celebrated 
the school’s past titles and glory, and instilled a 
winning attitude. 

“We have a lot of history we’ve been teaching 
them,’ Knickerbocker said to Courant Community, 
at the start of the 2018 campaign. “We have a huge 
trophy case [in the building] we put up, and we’ve 
got alot of stuffin there from the’70s,’80s and 90s. 
They can see that this was the program for a lot of 
years. We want to get them to see what they could 
become again.” 

After making it to the title game, it would seem 
that Rockville is back in the conversation about the 
state’s stronger football programs. 

“My freshman year, we made the tournament 
and lost in the first round,” said Rams’ senior QB 
Matt Ryan. “My sophomore year, we also made the 
tournament, and we won the first round, got to the 
semifinals and lost. So, this is just another step to 
Restoring the Rock.” 

Rockville started the game strong, on a good 
kickoff return from Travon Edmonson, who later 
scored the Rams’ first touchdown and gave Rock- 
ville a 7-6 lead. 

It looked like Rockville had grabbed the momen- 
tum on the ensuing Killingly drive, which ended 
with a brilliant interception by Rockville’s Hason 
Green, but a 3rd-and-11 play, Ryan threw a pick-6 
that was an easy walk-in score for Killingly, which 


A late touchdown pass in the fourth from Ryan 
to Deshaun Perry gave the Rams some hope, as did 
a few close plays, but the clock ran out. 

“There were two or three plays,” Knickerbocker 
said, when asked what the difference the game was. 
“Our kids played really hard. Not scoring before the 
half - we had that fourth down [pass] play, that was 
close, but it might have hit the ground. We had two 
drives to the 20 on which we didn’t score.” 

The plan, the coach said, was to keep the game 
close enough and then catch a few bounces, but it 
didn’t work out quite that way. 

“We knew we'd have a hard time stopping them, 
and that was the game,” he said. “Obviously, that 
pick-6 hurt. We said if we gave up only three scores, 
we'd be right in it, and that’s kind of what we did. 
We did move the ball, so that’s what’s frustrating.” 

“They definitely made more plays than us,” said 
Ryan. “We drove down the field a few times, but 
just couldn’t execute, and they did. They were very 
physical. We definitely lost the physical battle.” 

“T can’t tell you how proud I am of these kids,” 
Knickerbocker said. “We were down by 21, and 
they just battled and battled. You see a lot of teams 
crumble against Killingly... but we refused to quit.” 

Ryan completed 16 of 27 passes for 219 yards. 
Edmonson rushed for 63. Perry rushed for 18 yards, 
and received for 57. 

Rockville had not been to the title game since 
1995, and last won it in 1990. 

“I’m proud of this group, especially how the 
season started, and where we’ve grown as a 
program,” Knickerbocker said. “It’s the hard- 
est thing to lose a game like this. I think our guys 
learned that today — if you want to win a champi- 
onship, that’s how close it can be and you just have 
to make some of those close plays.” 

For more information, visit www.ciacsports. 
com. 


Laureen F. Rubino, M.D. 


List and the Motor vehicle supplemental tax becomes due and payable to the Town of Willington on January 1, 2022. 


Payments must be postmarked, paid online, or brought to our office by February 1, 2022 to avoid an interest charge. 


Board Certified General Surgeon 




















Ro 
rul 


ee <7) C~)) © 


EFFECTIVE NON-INVASIVE IN-OFFICE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENT. 


Call today to schedule a private evaluation. 


OTRO 


Interest will be charged on all delinquent bills at a rate of 1 12% per month from the due date of January 1°, with a 
minimum charge of $2 for each bill. All Tax bills under $3 have been waived. 

We encourage you to pay online at www.willingtonct.org (with fee), mail payment to our office, or drop payment in 
one of our drop boxes located outside the Town Office Building’s front entrance. Our hours are Monday’s 12:30 pm — 
7:30 pm, Tuesday’s — Friday’s 9:00 am — 2:00 pm. We will be closed Monday January 17" in observance of 

Martin Luther King Day. 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at 860-487-3111. 


Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the tax or interest per CT State Statute. 


945 Main Street, Suite 105, Manchester, CT 


860.645.1232 


www.laureenrubinomd.com 


Janice C. Clauson 

Willington Revenue Collector 
40 Old Farms Rd 

Willington, CT 06279 





















ckville quarterback Matt Ryan looks for an open receiver, as he feels the defensive pressure. 


EVE SMITH / HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS 


ckville’s Deshaun Perry takes a handoff and 
7 toward a gap in the Killingly defense. 







CT CAT CONNECTION 


WWW.CTCATCONNECTION.ORG 








= 
Fwon PR ent rate 

See 
Sse 


ane = oo 


Dolly is a 1 year old girl 
looking for a special, 
patient, loving person 
to call her very own. 
Dolly was rescued from 
a stairwell where she 
had been trapped for 
several days without 
food or water. Dolly 
wants you all to herself 
and prefers the 
company of people 
rather than other cats 
and is recommended to 
be a solo kitty. 



















Rockville’s John Ryan and Killingly’s Noah 
Colangelo both just miss a Rockville pass. 
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Meet Nara! 


Nara is a very sweet mix of Pointer and Pit 
with a bit of Boxer thrown in! This 6 year 
old is curious, loving, and sometimes a bit 
goofy! She loves balls, squeaky toys, car 
rides, and couches! During the day she can 
be an independent gal, but at night she 
loves to snuggle with her people. She can 
be a bit wary of new things so continued 
training would be great! We'd prefer a 
single family home where she is the only 
animal. If interested, please contact 

Our Companions at pa 


860.242.9999 Ext. 302 


Rockville quarterback Matt Ryan sees his target and lets it fly. 


Rockville’s 
leading 
rusher, 
Trevon 
Edmonson, 
carries the 
ball and tries 
to find the 
corner. 


TOLLINGLY 






Order Through 
Our Website 
and Receive 

2° Off! 
www.at-oil.com 


| WINDSOR CT 
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Animal Rescue & Sanctuary 


OleTe@eolanley-lallelacnelce 
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BEST HEARING 
AID VALUE 
IN THE AREA! 


Call today to schedule 
your comprehensive 
hearing evaluation. 


800-835-2001 © 


Ralph Campagna, BC-HIS, CT #138 


amplisound &™ 


HEARING CARE CENTERS 
351 Merline Road, Ste 105, Vernon e www.amplisound.com 


Most insurances accepted: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare, CT Medicaid, etc. 


Providing Hearing Services to the Community since 1981 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TAXPAYERS, TOWN OF STAFFORD 


All persons liable to pay Property Taxes in the Town of 
STAFFORD are notified that the SECOND INSTALLMENT of 
taxes and motor vehicle taxes on the SUPPLEMENT list on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2020 are due January 1, 2022 and 
payable without interest through February 1, 2022. Failure to 
pay the tax on or before February 1, 2022 will render the tax 
delinquent and interest will be charged at the rate of 1+1/2% 
per month from the due date OR a MINIMUM INTEREST OF 
$2.00. The higher amount prevails, AND INTEREST APPLIES 
SEPARATELY TO THE TOWN AND DISTRICT. 





Taxes can be mailed to PO. Box 111 Stafford Springs, CT 
06076; paid online at staffordct.org; drop in the black drop 
box outside town hall: at the Tax Collector’s Office, Warren 
Memorial Town Hall, 1 Main Street, Stafford, CT. 


Town Hall hours: Mon-Wed 8:00am-4:300m; Thurs 8:00am-6:30pm; 
CLOSED FRIDAYS 


Town Hall will be closed Monday, January 17, 2022 in observance of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


Stephanie Irving, CCMC 


Tax Collector, Town of Stafford 
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE 


ACROSS 


1 Asian inland sea 

5 Rap or yap 
10 Unearth 
13 Spy 
14 Zoroastrian 
15 Capital | 
16 Start of quote 
19 Cod catchers 
20 Madison or Jackson 
21 Convention ending 
22 Part Il of quote 
23 Part Ill of quote 
27 Shortchanged? 
32 Ovine mamas 
33 Faint 
34 Breakfast for Caesar 
35 Part IV of quote 
39 Letters from Plato 
40 Practical joke 
41 Lapdog, briefly 
42 Leadfoot’s offense 
44 Trumpeted 
46 Pop 
47 Ms. Dawn Chong 
48s accompli 
50 End of quote 
55 Author of quote 
58 Dali, to his friends 
59 Proscenium area 





60 Spot 

61 Standoff 

62 Lakes 

63 South Korea’s first 
president 


DOWN 


1 Audiophile’s purch. 
2 Mansard, e.g. 
3 Do Is Dream of 
You 
4 Hilo neckwear 
5 Piano 
6 Hoosier hoopster 
7 Formerly, formerly 
8 Botanist Gray's name- 
sakes 
9 White wine aperitif 
10 Flouted 
11. Ss Rhythm 
12 Like a Craven flick 
17Now and ____ 
18 Sea urchins 
22 Disney film 
23 Ways’ partner 
24 Confess 
25 Reagan cabinet mem- 
ber 
26 Aity.’s sobriquet 
27 Overwhelming 
28 Tome 


By Charles Preston 


29 Flunky 

30 Conjure up 

31 Challenged 

33 Satirist Freberg 

36 News at eleven 

37 Saharan 

38 Evian, for one 

43 Like some mushrooms 

44 Binnie or Priscilla 

45 Eye part 

47 Hold sway 

48 Rapid 

49 Jai 

50 James 

51 Rip 

52 Anatomical passage 

53 John, of Entertainment 
Tonight 

54 Exclamation of pain 

56 Alphabet run 

57 Louis or Carrie 


LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 


from Page 4 


Bring your own snack and drink. Visit 
https://marlborougharts.org/ for more 
information. 


Farmington Valley Chorale 
presents virtual program 


AREA — Farmington Valley Chorale’s 
upcoming digital release ofa holiday program: 
Unbroken Song: A Chorale Tradition Contin- 
ues will showcase FVC’s fall 2021 season 
repertoire and marks the group’s return to 
ensemble singing after an 18-month hiatus. 

The varied program includes selections 
from Vivaldi’s Gloria and holiday music with 
texts by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow set 
to music by Roderick Williams, and a piece 
commissioned by Chorale for its fiftieth anni- 
versary, with text by past Connecticut Poet 
Laureate Rennie McQuilkin and music by 
composer Ellen Gilson Voth. 

The program will be available online 
from Dec. 22 through Dec. 31 and can be 
accessed with a free will donation through 
the Chorale’s website. Visit farmingtonvalley- 
chorale.org or facebook.com/farmingtonval- 
leychorale for more information. Email info@ 
farmingtonvalleychorale for more informa- 
tion or to inquire about joining this non-au- 
ditioned group. 


Hartford Library seeking 
submissions for Artwalk 


shows 


HARTFORD — The Hartford Public 
Library is seeking submissions for the 2022- 
23 season of exhibitions on its ArtWalk gallery 
at the Downtown Library. 

A jury will select up to four artists for 
the season, which is scheduled to begin in 
November 2022. Submissions are due Feb. 
22, 2022, and can be made electronically. Visit 
bit.ly/HPLartwalk for more information on 
submissions. 

Artists working in all media are encouraged 
to apply and group shows will be considered. 
Those who live and/or work in the Greater 
Hartford area will be given priority. Students, 
emerging or established artists are all eligible. 

Submissions must include eight to 12 
images of recent and/or current work, or 
the work specifically being proposed for the 
ArtWalk exhibition. The images should be 
accompanied by a list that includes the titles 
of the work, dimensions, medium and year. 
Also required is a written description of the 
proposed exhibition, with a brief artist’s 
statement and a current resume or bio. Phys- 
ical portfolios and artist packets cannot be 
accepted. 

Artists selected to exhibit their work onthe 
ArtWalk will be notified no later than the end 
of April 2022. Those selected will receive a 
solo exhibition, marketing support, an open- 
ing night reception, an artist stipend and an 


opportunity to present related programming 
at the library during the run of the exhibition. 


Farmington Valley Chorale 
presents virtual program 


AREA — Farmington Valley Chorale’s 
upcoming digital release of a holiday 
program: Unbroken Song: A Chorale 
Tradition Continues will showcase FVC’s 
fall 2021 season repertoire and marks the 
group’s return to ensemble singing after an 
18-month hiatus. 

The varied program includes selections 
from Vivaldi’s Gloria and holiday music with 
texts by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow set 
to music by Roderick Williams, and a piece 
commissioned by Chorale for its fiftieth 
anniversary, with text by past Connecticut 
Poet Laureate Rennie McQuilkin and music 
by composer Ellen Gilson Voth. 

The program will be available online 
from Dec. 22 through Dec. 31 and can be 
accessed with a free will donation through 
the Chorale’s website. Visit farmingtonval- 
leychorale.org or facebook.com/farmington- 
valleychorale for more information. Email 
info@farmingtonvalleychorale for more 
information or to inquire about joining this 
non-auditioned group. 


Hartford Library seeking 
submissions for Artwalk 


shows 


HARTFORD — The Hartford Public 
Library is seeking submissions for the 2022- 
23 season of exhibitions on its ArtWalk 
gallery at the Downtown Library. 

A jury will select up to four artists for 
the season, which is scheduled to begin in 
November 2022. Submissions are due Feb. 
22, 2022, and can be made electronically. 
Visit bit.ly/HPLartwalk for more informa- 
tion on submissions. 

Artists working in all media are encour- 
aged to apply and group shows will be 
considered. Those who live and/or work 
in the Greater Hartford area will be given 
priority. Students, emerging or established 
artists are all eligible. 

Submissions must include eight to 12 
images of recent and/or current work, or 
the work specifically being proposed for 
the ArtWalk exhibition. The images should 
be accompanied by a list that includes the 
titles of the work, dimensions, medium and 
year. Also required is a written description of 
the proposed exhibition, with a brief artist’s 
statement and acurrent resume or bio. Phys- 
ical portfolios and artist packets cannot be 
accepted. 

Artists selected to exhibit their work on 
the ArtWalk will be notified no later than 
the end of April 2022. Those selected will 
receive asolo exhibition, marketing support, 
an opening night reception, an artist stipend 
and an opportunity to present related 
programming at the library during the run 
of the exhibition 
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We can help you stop drafts and boost the curb 
appeal of your home with a new Entry Door! 


60% OFF ENTRY DOOR 


INSTALLATION 
NOW UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2021! 
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AUTO REVIEW 


A plug for new BMW 


By William Heald 


Special to Courant Community 


If you’re a fan of watching evolutionary 
changes that you can see during your life- 
time, cars can often satisfy this desire. 

We’ve been fortunate to live during a 
period in history where the way we power 
personal transportation has been chang- 
ing rapidly, going from gasoline (or diesel) 
internal combustion engines to gas engines 
plus electric motors (Hybrids), to plug-in 
Hybrids that allow more solo electric motor 
operation, and finally full electric opera- 
tion, both with batteries and with (in much 
smaller numbers) hydrogen fuel cells. 

Today we examine a vehicle that’s in 
the plug-in Hybrid family, the BMW X5 
xDrive 45e. BMWs have a requirement that 
customers have demanded for years, in that 
high performance (including braking and 
handling) are present no matter what the 
vehicle. 

So when a Hybrid model is presented with 
better fuel economy and lower emissions, it 
still needs to be a driver’s car. And with the 
X5 (which BMW calls a Sports Activity Vehi- 
cle) it also has to do some duty down nasty 
trails and deep snow to support an active 
lifestyle. Can this handsome wagon satisfy 
all these requirements? 

Well, it’s certain well-equipped to do so. 
At 117 inches, the wheelbase is long enough 
to help with rear seat room yet short enough 
for good maneuverability. 

The 45e powertrain consists of a 3-Liter 
Inline Six Turbocharged gas engine, 
which works in concert with an “electri- 
cal machine” (that’s motor to you and me) 
powered by a Lithium-ion battery pack for 
a total output of 389 horsepower. 
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The batteries are recharged by plugging 
in, or using the engine’s charging system, or 
regenerative braking. 

The transmission is an 8-Speed Sport 
Automatic, and ultimately the power gets 
to all four wheels though BMW’s X-Drive 
All-Wheel-Drive system. The tight BMW 
chassis insures both secure handling and 
a quiet, composed ride even over rough 
surfaces. 

As with all BMWs, the ride quality and 
brilliant engineering is best appreciated at 
higher speeds, where all the aerodynam- 
ics and suspension compliance really show 
their stuff. The hybrid powertrain is refined 
and largely transparent in regular driving, 
where it just serves to help the efficiency of 
this heavy vehicle. 

After being fully charged, the 45e has a 
claimed 30-mile electric-only range, thanks 
toa larger 24 kW battery for 2021. The only 
real foible to the plug-in side is the long 
charging time on regular household current 
(much quicker with a higher voltage, dedi- 
cated charger). 

Inside, the X5 is a study in classic German 
coachwork along with the latest in audio 
and interface technology all in a very roomy 
cabin. Ivory White Vermasca leather is as 
cozy as it sounds, and the rear seats are as 
comfortable as the front. The X5 continues 
to boast avery slick rear hatch design, which 
lifts like a standard power liftgate but has a 
lower tailgate section (also power assisted) 
that folds down for easier loading and, well, 
tailgating. 

The 2021 BMW X5 X-Drive 45e is EPA 
rated 50 MPG when using both gas and elec- 
tric drive and 20 MPG on gas alone. With 
options, our sticker came to $81,695. www. 
bmwusa.com. 
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Klaus Larsen, 
CO-OWNER 
Klaus Larsen Roofing 


Gutter. 
Shutter 


Authorized Dealer 


*500: 


A COMPLETE KLAUS 
ROOFING SYSTEM. 


Coupon to be presented and redeemed at time of 
estimate. Not valid for prior work or estimates given. 
Not valid with other offers. Some exclusions apply. 
Residential use only. Expiration 12/31/21. 


=i 
WJ 


LZOzd ‘€z Jequuiesagq ‘AepsunyL | Ayunwiwoyg JUueEIN[| 


~ 


Courant Community | Thursday, December 23, 2021 


Di=Vol at Mar-leliiale) M-Jalol-Yer-] eo} late ME: Jalol-Yer-]e}lale 


IBANNTSIRIOTE ICY | DOTTOOTS | og SEAS, 
8 


Chapter 7 <> Chapter 13 YOU NAME IT! 0 New England Landscaping 
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146 High Street, Enfield CT ¢ 100 Pearl Street, Hartford, CT = = ; 
Attorney Williams has been designated by Congress as a Debt Relief Agency. Attorney Williams 8 6 0 6 34 01 8 0 Firewood SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION 


has been helping people file for bankruptcy under the United States Code since 1990. Reg. #554105 


ALL SEASON FIREWOOD . 
A LEW PTCY Cut, Split & Delivered. $225/cord 24 YEARS 


Law Office of Heating/ Call Karl 860-429-7919 | EXPERIENCE 
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Keeping Our Neighbors Warm Over 55 Years 
e Full Service Fuel Co. 

e Automatic Oil Delivery 

e Maintenance Plan Only $196" 
e Affordable Oil Plans _ 
e Free Estimates yansies tt 

860-875-6281 a 
221 West Main St. Vernon, CT 
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LOW PRICE HEATING OIL SPECIAL 
CALL TODAY 


HOME DELIVERY 
860-645-3798 0008s 




















Home Improvement 


a. CITYWIDE 
HOMES 
FULL SERVICE REMODELERS 


Sick of poor service and generic 
quality from contractors? We return 
every call, email, and text. We keep 


BROTHERS OIL 


THE SMARTEST WAY TO BUY OIL 


Senior and Volume Discount 
Automatic delivery at NO EXTRA COST 
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Heating/Air Conditioning/Maintenance 
Repair/Installation 


small. We are trustworthy and honest. . : 
= FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE OUTTA 24 Hour Burner Service Available 
ra —, Se ate LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM : 
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Holiday Gifts 
for Gardeners 


By Dawn Pettinelli, UConn Home & 
Garden Education Center 


This past year has seen a tremendous increase in gardening 
activities ranging from planting or extending vegetable 
beds, to establishing pollinator gardens, setting out a few 
fruit trees, improving the lawn, or brightening indoor living 
spaces with a few houseplants. Plants kept many of us 
grounded during trying times and hopefully will continue to do so. Keep your gardener family 
members or friends on the right track with gardening themed holiday gifts. 








One item | seem to always be in short supply of is gardening gloves. Options abound but two 
that | find most compatible with my activities are Foxgloves, which are thin yet super durable 
and available in bright colors so they are easy to spot, and Mud Gloves, waterproof and 
perfect for rainy springs. 


Next on my list is a good kneeling pad. | found the perfect one in Scotland a few years ago 
and managed to stuff it into my suitcase for the flight home. Then | found the same brand for 
sale here. Check out the Kneelo kneeling pad. Four years so far and this nicely padded, oval 
kneeler is still holding up fine. 


As my gardens age (along with me), plants increase in size and it gets tougher to divide them. 
Just the job for the Root Assassin shovel with its sharp, serrated edges. It comes in two 
sizes, but | find the smaller is best for tight spaces. Look for it at garden centers or your local 
farmers Co-op. 


Vegetable gardeners might appreciate a gift certificate to Baker’s Creek Heirloom Seeds 
(www.rareseeds.com), one of Connecticut’s local seed companies and a purveyor of a fine 
assortment of heirloom vegetable and flower seeds. Antique flower lovers may want to check 
out the fabulous selection of old-fashioned and heirloom varieties offered by another CT seed 
house, Select Seeds (www.selectseeds.com). 


Both beginning or advanced gardeners will find interesting articles in two Connecticut based 
magazines. Connecticut Gardener comes out 5 times a year and can be received in print 

or online. Articles are often written by outstanding CT plant’s people and researchers. Plus, 
they have an extensive calendar section of local garden related events and happenings. Fine 
Gardening (www.finegardening.com) features 6 issues filled with exciting plants, intriguing 
landscapes and places that sometimes in the future we can visit. 


Two hefty books on houseplants that have been released over the last few years that might 
serve as a resource especially for those new to houseplant husbandry are Houseplants: The 
Complete Guide to Choosing, Growing and Caring for Indoor Plants by Lisa Eldred Steinkopf 
and Houseplant Handbook by David Squire. Both are healthy tomes with plenty of pictures 
and lots of advice. Another suggestion for vegetable gardeners interested in heirloom and 
open-pollinated varieties along with information on the pure food movement is the Whole 
Seed Catalog. Order online of see if your favorite bookstore sells copies. 


| use an old 5 gallon bucket for toting around garden tools, seeds, tomato ties and the like, 
but | may trade it in for a Puddle Proof Tote. My low-lying beds are almost always wet in the 
spring and this multi-pocketed tote has a waterproof rubber bottom. 


If one or more gardeners in your household has mobility issues, perhaps you could purchase 
or build elevated raised beds. Legs hold the raised beds a few feet off the ground so that 


Uy plants can be tended to while standing. One can even put wheels on them for ease of moving 


or storing. Premade kits come in various sizes, but they could be made to fit any space. If this 
is a larger undertaking or expense than desired, consider porch railing planters. | used to fill 
my mother’s with cheery marigolds along with parsley and other herbs. Even with her walker, 
Co | U I Finally, colorful holiday plants bring warmth and cheer to any home. Choose from glamourous 

poinsettias, charming cyclamen, long-lived holiday cacti or amazing amaryllis. Visit your local 


fT =6hles CLASSIFIEDS sD L mA S S | F | E D) S garden center for fresh, locally grown selections. 
S$ 8 8 45 le 2? 2? 1 1 Gardeners are among the easiest folks to find gifts for. Now on to the rest of the crew! Happy 
a = holidays from all of us at the UConn Home & Garden Education Center. If you have any 


COU R ANTCOMMUNITY. COM houseplant or gardening questions, feel free to contact us at (877) 486-6271, visit our website 


at www.ladybug.uconn.edu or contact your local Cooperative Extension center. 


she could step out and care for them or harvest a handful of herbs. 
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sLotssMore | reamtocy fit 
Team Today! &)!/)\\'II: 
“come visit us for all your Holiday Decorating Needs! Customer Service Apply at any Location, 
Holiday Items J , | | 


Wrapping Paper, Gift Bags, Holiday Hats, Stockings, , ; Aa ea i ae a Nec eae as | . a 
ifici ifici : “Must present coupon at time of purchase. East Hartford Store Only. Valid December 1. Discounts cannot be com leek 
Ornaments, Artificial Trees, Artificial Greenery, Decorative [py ae: wre rwrwnwrEriia tiers awarwEi irate serie 
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Holiday Pots, Kissing Balls, ™ 
Wreaths, Cemetery Logs & more.. 


resent coupon at time of purchase. Valid December 23 - 29, 2021. Discounts Pernot be cOrnbina 
MAE RMAs eee ee ee ed 


Bulk Salt 


Stock up Today! 
Treated & Untreated 
Available 


# # 


a AS iy 


‘ st present coupon at time of purchase, Valid December 23 - 29, 2027. Discounts cannot be combined. 
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Bandit SG40 Bobcat E10 Excavator > : 
Bobcat E20 Excavator So < > CAT249d3 
Bandit 65XP Bandit 2550XP_ Bobcat E26 Excavator : <> ar 
‘ Bobcat E32 Excavator pee cette >. 4 CAT259d3 
ee Bobcat $530 Bobcat E35i Excavator 3 iG , 
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Bobcat T590 ‘ ea) A. m. Mini Track Loader » | Az ~~, 
Track Loader CERN. a 7 = Kubota kx80 


Bobcat T450 Track Loader 


= i John Deere 320g =o - 
pera MT55 Mint Track Bobcat T590 Track Loader CAT 232d3 Skid-steer 8085T Wacker Loader Takeuchi TW80 


Bobcat MT85 Mint Track 4 consecutive months rental required. Certificate of insurance, valid drivers license & CAT 242d3 Skid-steer . 
Loader credit card required per the terms and conditions of the rental contract. Plow or pusher available for extra charge 
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